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machinery for a public exhibition in Rio de Janeiro of the art 
and industry of the United States. In many quarters his 
application was regarded with favor, and in March, 1855, he 
set sail from Baltimore with his " assorted cargo." A hall in 
the National Museum was granted him for his exhibition ; it 
was visited by the Emperor and his suite ; and such articles 
as were deemed appropriate gifts to royalty were presented to 
the imperial family. The results of this most judicious and 
praiseworthy enterprise can hardly fail to show themselves in 
the commercial statistics of the present and succeeding years. 
Certain it is that attention was emphatically drawn to the su- 
periority of some American manufactures, that a new demand 
was created, and the knowledge of the mercantile resources 
of our country enlarged and extended ; and it may prove that 
this missionary of the cross will have been the prime agent 
in righting the balance of trade between our own and the 
Brazilian ports. 

But, while rendering scanty justice to the work before us, 
we are exceeding our prescribed limits. A more entertaining 
and instructive volume has not for a long time been issued 
from the American press. Its typography is in a style of su- 
perior excellence, and the numerous engravings are of sub- 
jects well chosen for the purpose of illustration, and admira- 
bly executed. Where the book itself has not anticipated our 
comments and extracts, we are sure that our extracts, at least, 
will aid in extending its circulation, and enhancing the wor- 
thily earned reputation of its authors. 



Art. X. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — Le Japon Contemporain. Par Edouard Fkaissinet. Paris: 
Hachette. 1857. 16mo. pp. 260. 

This is a small volume, but eminently entertaining and instructive. 
M. Fraissinet, unlike French writers of his class, abstains from epigram, 
and does not amplify his facts by his fertile imagination. His descrip- 
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tions are veracious, and the marvellous portions are as well vouched 
for as the commonplaces. He cannot, indeed, give a guide-book of 
Japan, which shall be fit to accompany the red-covered library of 
" Murrays," but he has done the next thing to this, — has told almost 
everything but the routes and the local stories. The face of the 
country ; its numerous divisions ; its vegetable, mineral, and metallic 
wealth ; the habits, customs, industry, culture, institutions, and religion 
of the people ; the stately absurdities of royalty and its etiquette ; 
the relation between king and subject, priest and worshipper ; the 
efforts to colonize and Christianize the land ; the scientific traditions of 
the nation, not few nor unimportant ; the puzzle of languages, which 
no foreigner can unravel, and the secret of practical arts, which no 
stranger shall find out ; the reason for condemning and the reasons for 
justifying the exclusive policy of intercourse; what Japan has been, 
and what it is likely to be, — this M. Fraissinet attempts to tell as 
briefly as he may. He expects good results to grow out from the 
American expedition, though he treats any notion of the subjugation 
of Japan to a foreign power as ridiculous. , His volume is one of the 
most useful of the excellent series which is establishing the reputation 
of Hachette in Paris as the rival of Didot. 



2. — Deux Ans de Revolution en Italie (1848, 1849). Par F. T. 
Pekkens. Paris. 1857. 16mo. pp. 554. 

This work is the most accurate and impartial history of the Italian 
struggle in the years of revolution which has appeared .in any language. 
Without concealing his sympathy with their cause and their motive, M. 
Perrens frankly exposes the mistakes of the Italian patriots, and points 
out the obvious reasons for their failure. His history will not please 
those who think that all the blunders of noble men are to be praised, 
or at least overlooked, or those who are intolerant of acquiescence in 
the temporary necessity of arbitrary government. It will be denounced 
by the revolutionists, and perhaps by the ultra republicans, yet it will 
not therefore find favor with aristocratic theorists. The position of 
M. Perrens is that of a believer in such constitutional monarchy as the 
government of Sardinia; and though he longs ardently to witness a 
united Italy, he expects no counterpart in that peninsula to the States 
of the American Union. 

It is not easy to write a history of the Italian revolution, since the 
movements of the various states, though simultaneous, were not directly 
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